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WHY VENTURE CAFÉ
Join the largest weekly gathering of professionals from around the world harnessing the 
novel technology to accelerate purpose driven enterprise in an equitable and inclusive 
environment!

Venture Café creates a focal point for our communities by partnering with business, 
universities and governments to connect innovators to make things happen. We’ve 
pioneered groundbreaking programs such as the Thursday Gathering, the largest global 
weekly event focused on facilitating connection, learning and sharing of knowledge. 

In this unprecedented time of change, Venture Café partners are invited to co-create 
experiences and resources for our community who are hungry to take action locally and 
make an impact globally. We design premium engagement opportunities that suit your 
organization’s objectives in these areas:

● Technology discovery
● Talent sourcing
● Employee engagement
● Global markets
● Thought leadership
● Social Good

What will you make happen?



WHY PARTNERS ENGAGE

Technology Discovery

Get a first look at locally developed apps, 
software and scientific breakthroughs 
and invest in their growth

Talent Sourcing

Each week, hundreds of people with 
unmatched expertise and passion join 
Venture Café events. Meet them. 
Collaborate with them. Hire them.

Employee Engagement

Nurture employee potential and talent 
by inviting top-performers and ideators 
to lead your sponsored projects.

Thought Leadership

Position your brand as the go-to expert 
in your field in innovation ecosystems 
around the world.

Social Good

We believe innovation is for everyone, 
that’s why every week we create a free, 
open doorway to the innovation 
ecosystem. You can help us create 
opportunities for all to take part in the 
innovation ecosystem.

Let’s Be Creative!

There are so many ways we can create 
engagement. Contact us and let’s come 
up with an opportunity that fits your 
needs.



MONTHLY THEME*

TG

Specific innovation or industry topic defined for the each event

4-5 events per month
(every Thursday)

Event building blocks - what can happen in the evening:

Program aimed at bridging the gap between creators and business

The main point of each gathering is facilitated modern networking supported 
by Venture Cafe's Ambassadors. (+ free beer, wine, and soft drinks)

An interactive debate about trends of the future with 4-6 top experts with an 
active participation of the audience

Interviews with VIP guests open for participation

Organizations presenting ideas, concepts, news

Companies presenting products, solutions, technologies

Meetings with experienced entrepreneurs, investors, and service professionals; 
anyone can book a 30-minute, one-on-one session with our experts

Program designed to introduce to key topics for local innovation community 
or principles to help build, launch, and scale successful businesses

Interactive elements that spark conversation

*Monthly themes are chosen by each Café and consider local needs, industries and UNSDGs

THURSDAY GATHERING FRAMEWORK

EVENT’S THEME

CONVERSATIONS

ROUNDTABLE 

FIRESIDE TALKS

INFO TABLE

DEMO TABLE

OFFICE HOURS

WORKSHOPS

ART FACTOR

ACTIVATIONS



Innovation Cohort - Become an 
annual partner

Fully Curated Thursday 
Gathering - Let’s collaborate on 
a full night of programming - 
you choose the theme!

Branded Session Series - Lead 
the conversation on a topic over 
a 4+ Thursday Gatherings

SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES
No two packages are alike, let’s work together to get creative! Below are examples of activations to get the 

creativity rolling:

Branded Roadshow - Like a 
session series, but across 
multiple Venture Café cities

Innovation Bridge - A night of 
programming dedicated to 
creating collaborations between 
two ecosystems

Innovation Visitors Bureau - 
We’ll show your group the best 
this innovative city has to offer

Beverage Partner - Everybody 
likes the person with the drink 
tickets

Food Partner - Innovation is 
hard, fuel the collaboration 

Venture Café Afterdark - An 
extra hour of entertainment and 
arts programming directly 
following the main event

NXT Event - Industry Innovation 
Night where we highlight the 
best of what’s happening locally

Pitch Event - Like a regular 
pitch event, but with 
community and connections

Pilot Programs - We like to 
innovate too, ask about what 
we’re currently working on 



Curated sessions that show off 
the best of your chosen theme

We’ll give you top billing of the 
night i.e. “Your Organization 
Industry Innovation Night”

Info tables, demo tables and/or 
activations in the Thursday 
Gathering networking area

SPONSORSHIP BENEFITS

Design services of sponsorship 
marketing assets

Partner page on the website Event included on website 
calendar as well as unique 
event and session pages

Event feature in pre-event 
newsletters and post-event 
newsletter

Weekly social media posts 
leading up to the event across 
social media channels, 
including tagging

Staff welcome and recognition 
of sponsorship during the 
Thursday Gathering

Social media posts after the 
event across social media 
channels, including tagging

Logo included on sponsor reel 
and printed assets (where 
applicable) during the event

Post event email from Venture 
Café with partner message and 
CTA to event attendees

We work to provide benefits that achieve your goals. Below are examples of benefits we can include in your package:



Post event data report with 
non-identifying attendee 
information

2 minute company intro at 
beginning of session

Signage at the bar thanking 
YOU for providing the night’s 
refreshments

SPONSORSHIP BENEFITS
We work to provide benefits that achieve your goals. Below are examples of benefits we can include in your package:

We’ll organize the free food and 
give you all the credit. Signage 
included at the food station and 
on digital signage

You’ll get office hours with 
experts from your organization 
or chosen from our team of 
mentors

A professional photographer will 
make sure to capture the 
energy of the night

A video of your session will be 
posted to our YouTube channel 
within two weeks after the 
event

Pitch Night sessions will include 
startups pitching to your 
chosen problem set

We’ll facilitate an innovation 
game, like GetPitched!,  to 
socially engineer collisions and 
collaborations 

We’ll tap an expert to lead a 
mental health focus session, 
such as a meditation or art 
therapy

Our guest bartender program 
puts you in the middle of the 
action and is the perfect speed 
networking opportunity

1 Happen story featured on the 
local and global website



AUDIENCE AND 
REACH
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94K+ Visits
550K+ Visits since 2010

TOP INDUSTRIES

23% Startup
16% Corporate

VISITS AGES

BACKGROUND GENDER

2020 GLOBAL METRICS

HIGHLIGHTS

● Three network cities 
increased attendance 
(Warsaw, Tokyo and 
Sydney)

● Attendance by women 
increased from 35% in 
2019 to 45.2% in 2020

● Over 20K people visited 
the Thursday Gathering 
for the first time

TOP ROLES

TOP BUSINESS STAGES

1. Communications
2. Software
3. Education
4. Wellness
5. Science and Technology

28% Concept
27% Growth



GLOBAL NETWORK REACH

TOTAL REACH 168,000+



OUR PARTNERS

+ MORE



NEXT STEPS
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NEXT STEPS

Connect:
Reach out and let’s start a conversation about your goals and how Venture Café 
can help you achieve them.

Collaborate:
Venture Café will put together a proposal and and make a strategy to fit your 
needs. We keep in touch every step of the way because we love to collaborate and 
innovate together.

Make it Official:
Sign the sponsorship agreement and we’ll get started.

Make it Happen:
We’ll collaborate with the local program teams to curate inspiring content and 
execute on the vision. 



WE’RE BUILDING A GLOBAL 
MOVEMENT TO CHANGE THE WORLD 

THROUGH INNOVATION.

WILL YOU JOIN US?



QUESTIONS?

Kristen
Plymale
Global Expansion Lead
CIC Venture Café Global
Institute

kristen@venturecafeglobal.org
+1 (512) 350-0281


